Malignant teratoma of the lung with lymph node metastasis of the ectodermal compartment: a case report.
A rare case with a metastasizing teratocarcinoma of the lung is presented. The 51-year-old man developed a central tumour mass in the left lung. Bronchoscopy and intraoperative sections of an involved lymph node supplied histomorphologic findings that are indicative for an epidermoid carcinoma. Further detailed analysis resulted in the final classification as a malignant teratoma. This rare tumour was further analyzed for the expression of various cellular characteristics, namely binding sites for various carbohydrates including sequences such as saccharides of the ganglioside GM1, for erythropoietin, tumour necrosis factor-alpha, and epidermal growth factor. Immunohistochemistry was used to determine the expression of neuron-specific enolase, carcino-embryonic antigen, calcyclin, epidermal growth factor, beta-HCG, AFP, p53 protein, and heparin-specific lectin. The results revealed similarities to a case with a pulmonary blastoma, and remarkable differences to that of epidermoid carcinoma cases. Similar results were seen in the DNA- and syntactic-structure analysis. The tumour reported on here should, therefore, be considered as a rare, specific entity of primary lung malignancies.